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Lessons From Forensic Geotechnical Engineering
Abstract: The practice of
geotechnical engineering is guided
by lessons learned from failures
and successes. This talk will
describe recent case histories in
forensic geotechnical engineering:
a failure of a landfill cover slope; a
failure and a success of pile
foundation systems subjected to
extreme loads in hurricanes; and a
wave-induced failure of a
submarine slope. The lessons
learned from these case histories
include the importance of designing
for interim conditions during
construction, the value of
collaborating with versus working
for structural engineers, and the
difficulty of designing for failure.
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