
ABSTRACT: The novel coronavirus has drastically changed the
way we live and work, causing major shifts in our daily
activities, mobility, and patterns of consumption. From an
environmental point of view, the shut-down has led to striking
improvements to air and water quality, including here in
Boston, but these have come at great economic cost. Other
environmental effects are harder to see, as our changing
consumption influences energy use and emissions throughout
a complex web of regional and global supply chains. Some new
behaviors may have systemic benefits… or dis-benefits. Does
telecommuting save energy? Is food delivery a good way to
reduce food waste? And importantly right now, what actions
are hospitals taking that can improve patient care, worker
safety, and environmental sustainability simultaneously? Life
cycle models can provide answers to some of these questions
by linking economic and environmental processes into an
‘industrial ecosystem’.
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